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Other menu items include:
Egg Salad
Tuna Salad
Assorted Bagels and spreads
Israeli Chopped Vegetable Salad
Special Dessert

And did we say latkes?!
Of course we did!!!

With all our favorite toppings?!
Yes, don’t be silly!!!

Family and friends are all 
welcome – invite them!

Don’t forget to RSVP



Rabbi Alan’s Message…
Bubbemeisers, Oldwives tales and Superstitions
 
I am very often asked about witchcraft and superstitions, and what does Judaism have 
to say about that. In light of the Harry Potter phenomenon of the past 20 years, here 
are some thoughts to ponder.
Witchcraft, like idolatry, is condemned in the Torah. Sorcery and communications with 
evil spirits is likewise prohibited, as it is taken from paganism and not in accord with the 
belief in One God. Maimonides said, “That those who follow and practice superstitions 
are false and deceptive, and those who follow them are fools.”
As for the number “13” Judaism does not subscribe to the notion of unlucky numbers; 
nor do we “cross our fingers” or “cross my heart,” as crossing refers to the ‘cross!’
How often do we use the term “knock on wood?”  Knocking on wood, while some 
jokingly hit their heads, is a cultural habit, or at least it seems so. While in the course of 
conversation, “knock on wood” refers to ‘something that has gone well.’ However, 
“knocking on wood’ is untenable as a Jewish expression. The idea of touching wood is 
related to the wooden cross, where the cross brings good luck. It is Christian in origin, 
not Jewish.

Continued next slide 



Rabbi Alan’s Message…   cont’d.
Many Yiddish speakers use the expression “poo poo” as their way of hoping that 
everything will be fine. Jews are best off using the phrase “bli ayin hara” (without 
an evil eye); expressing the desire that no one will cast an evil eye when things 
have gone well.
We have all grown up with all kinds of superstitions. Do you still believe in Santa 
Claus? What are your superstitions? Someone recently told me that they come to 
the synagogue on the High Holy Days, just in case; whatever that means.
We would like to collect a list of the many old wives tales and superstitions. Email 
or send them in. We will send out the compiled list (with names withheld if you 
desire) for your reading pleasure. If you do not, do you know what will happen?
Wishing you a Shana Tova ezrachi, A Happy secular New Year!
Rabbi Alan

 



Many Thanks to Our Holiday Card
 Fundraiser Supporters!!



Madamne



A Message from the Co-presidents…
 And the survey says… Feedback on the High Holiday Machzor 
(prayerbook) used for the first time this year was quite positive. Thanks 
to those who took the time to respond!  Based on your responses re 
our timing for Winter services, the Board made the decision to stay with 
the 7:00 p.m. start time (other than special events).  We like that folks 
stick around to socialize over our dessert-style Onegs! The concern 
with starting earlier is that people will rush out after the service with 
hunger pangs for dinner, and we’ll lose our schmooze! Also, the earlier 
time may present difficulties for those who work or travel from a 
distance.
● We continue to refine options for a new entry ramp or lift at the 

Social Hall entrance to TBT.
● We are also looking at refinishing the Social Hall floors and 

freshening the look of that space with new paint.
● We urge you to PLEASE be mindful of making the best use of our 

Yale digital lock, and be sure to flip the deadbolt after entering the 
building, and press the “YALE” button on the keypad after you 
depart to engage the lock.  THANK YOU!
Happy Hanukkah and New Year!  ~ David and Debra

 



A fun evening in 
the Sukkah for 
Kiddush and 
Shakes of the 

Lulav and Etrog!

More on next page…

[Thanks again to the Evans 
Family for Sukkah 
construction, and 

Anderson Farms for our 
corn stalks!]



Just as dusk 
was falling… a 
quick lesson in 
“the shake” by 

Rabbi Alan!  
Following 

kiddush, we 
gathered inside 
for a community 

BYODinner.



Through the High 
Holiday weeks, many of 
you generously donated 
non-perishable foods 
and other household 
supplies to be donated 
to the Wethersfield Food 
Bank.  With changes in 
SNAP distributions this 
fall, these donations 
were more important 
than ever!  The two Debs 
were pleased to deliver 3 
overflowing shopping 
carts of goods to the 
Food Bank!



Rabbi Alan was once 
again invited to offer the 
Benediction at the 
Inaugural Ceremony for 
the newly installed Town 
Council on November 
11th.  He was one of 3 
religious leaders 
participating - pastor, 
imam and rabbi.

Fun fact, 4 of the 
9-member Wethersfield 
Town Council happen to 
be Jewish!
 



Our November 
12th Adult 
Education speaker, 
Lauren Malicki.  
See more on the 
next page!



Approximately 35 people 
attended this fascinating 
and informative 
presentation.  Attendees 
included folks from the 
congregation, our friends 
and invited guests and the 
greater Wethersfield 
community, including our 
newly elected Mayor, Ken 
Lesser! 



Erev Shabbat with Members of Rekindle
Photo by Helene Shapiro

Rekindle’s mission is to drive meaningful social change by fostering collaboration 
between Black and Jewish leaders.  Bob Rader and Jody Lefkowitz are actively 
involved with this organization, and invited their cohort to TBT for a Shabbat evening 
followed by discussion and Q&A.  Thank you both for organizing this special evening! 



Several members of Rekindle and our Oneg 
Hostess with the “Mostess” ~ Megan Rader!

Photo by Helene Shapiro



Donations to TBT, gratefully received
In MEMORY of NORMA FINE, mother of Lisa Fine, dear friend of Helene Shapiro

Helene Shapiro
Stuart and Jenny Rabinowitz
Robert Kennedy
Debra and Joe Hammer

In MEMORY of STANLEY ROSENBLATT
Helene Rosenblatt

In HONOR of the birth of MILA ROSE, granddaughter of Sallyanne and Barry 
Scott

Debra and Joe Hammer



SHOPPING CARDS FUNDRAISER!
Thanks to Judy Gold for organizing our grocery cards fundraiser!  
Each card purchased pays a percentage donation back to Temple 
Beth Torah.  We appreciate the following shoppers:

Donna and David Forrest
Jody and Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz
Judy and Marty Gold
Janet and Joe Rosenblatt
Elyse and Steven Feltman
Sallyanne and Barry Scott

TBT received $180 from the participating
grocery stores because of all of you!



Seems like 
just yesterday 
that it was 
autumn in Old 
Wethersfield…

Stay warm, 
stay safe!  
Happy 
Holidays!


